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son 

Directors: 
Karen Banta 
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Roberta Morkin 
 
James Barnes,  
Treasurer 
 
Martha Sienkiewicz, Secretary 
 
Rev. William H. Wallis, Chaplain 

        Chiff Chat— September 2017 

Dear Springfield Chapter AGO 
Members and Friends: 

A new season begins and our 
calendars fill up quickly. Else-
where in this issue you’ll see a 
listing of programs for the com-
ing year for the Springfield 
Chapter AGO.  I think you’ll 
find the offerings interesting, so 
save some room in the afore-
mentioned calendars.  You may 
also notice as you look at the 
list that some events, especially 
those in the spring, are missing 
some details, mainly because 
some of those details have yet 
to be settled.  Your executive 
board has been working to put 
everything together, but we’re 
still shorthanded!  Two of our 
board members were compelled 
to withdraw last year due to per-
sonal and professional conflicts 
and we still have two open posi-
tions on the board yet to be 
filled.  I was sure when I wrote 
my summer letter I would at-
tract a few of you to join us 
when I described our board 
meetings as “are hilarious 
brawls with sumptuous food 
and drink and hearty camarade-
rie.” Who doesn’t want to be in 
on that?  I’m breathlessly await-
ing calls or emails from any of 
you who would like to get in on 
the act. 

Meanwhile, earlier this year 
AGO national headquarters 
asked all chapter deans to sign a 
“Federal Trade Commission 
Chapter Certification.”  This 
compliance form requires AGO 
members to abide by rules, 
some of which contradict those 
that had been part of our code 
of ethics. Many of you are al-
ready aware of these changes, 
but for those of you who are not 
I will try to summarize them 
here. 

1. No Restrictions on Compet-
ing for Positions or Engage-
ment: The FTC says that we 
may not prevent a chapter 
member from competing for a 
position or engagement even if 
that position has not been offi-
cially announced or adver-
tised.  We are also forbidden 
from demanding permission 
from an incumbent organist to 
allow a guest organist to play 
for an event (such as a wedding 
or funeral) at the particular 
church.  If I understand this 
correctly, bench fees are also 
no longer allowed. 
2.  No Restrictions on Compet-
ing on Price-Related Terms: 
The biggest part of this re-
striction is that the AGO may 
no longer publish salary guide-
lines, or publish a model con-
tract for a member to use to de-
termine compensation for their 
services. Chapters may not re-
strict price and salary competi-
tion among its members for 
permanent jobs as well as wed-
dings and funerals.   

Times do change, don’t 
they?  On the other hand, most 
of us have noticed change in 
our vocation anyway.  Thanks 
to new trends, so few weddings 
and funerals happen at my 
church anymore that I stopped 
asking for a bench fee years 
ago.  I’m not sure salary guide-
lines based on education and 
experience are as relevant as 
they used to be, either, because 
it is so difficult to compare the 
requirements of each church 
employment situation.  It’s not 
just about playing the organ, 
anymore, is it? 

So, on we go.  Am I going to 
see you at the opening event on 
September 24? 

 
Larry Picard, Chapter Dean 
Lpicard@sococh.org 
413-348-3729 

mailto:Lpicard@sococh.org
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In preparing for the 70th anniversary banquet, I discovered that there was no 
published history of the Springfield Chapter of the AGO.   
 
A project for this coming year is to write some sort of history  and post it on 
our website.  Anyone who has memories of any fine moments at an AGO event, 
please write a description and send to martha@sienkiewicz.org    
 
The intent is to collect them all in the next year, organize the blogs and ren-
der an online history for those who come after us.  Before it is published on 
our website, a draft will be placed in the Chiff Chat for comments and edit-
ing.  If you have questions, please call me at (413) 568-8033.              

 

mailto:martha@sienkiewicz.org
tel:(413)%20568-8033
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THE 20
TH

 ANNUAL ALBERT SCHWEITZER ORGAN FESTIVAL 
HARTFORD 

September 29 – October 1, Trinity College Chapel, Hartford 
EVENTS ARE FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

 
High School Division Repertoire Competition 
Friday, September 29, 2017, 9:00am - 12:00pm, Trinity College Chapel 
 

ASOF Hartford Opening Concert 
Friday, September 29, 2017, 7:30pm - 9:30pm, Cathedral of St. Joseph 
 
Pre-concert exhibit of memorabilia from the Albert Schweitzer Institute at Quinnipiac University. 
Virtuoso performances by renowned American concert organists and competition judges: Diane Meredith Belcher, 
David Hurd and Christian Lane. 
Fauré Requiem performed in memory of David Spicer by Chorus Angelicus, Gaudeamus and the Cathedral Schola 
Cantorum; Gabriel Löfvall, Conductor; Dr. Ezequiel Menéndez, Organist; soloists and guest instrumentalists. 
 

Young Professional Division Repertoire Competition 
Saturday, September 30, 2017, 9:00am - 12:00pm, Trinity College Chapel 
 

Patrons Dinner (Invitation Only) 
Saturday, September 30, 2017, 5:30pm - 7:00pm, St. John's Episcopal Church 
 

2016 Competition Winners Recital 
Saturday, September 30, 2017, 7:30pm  9:00pm, St. John's Episcopal Church 
 

Closing Eucharist & Hymn Playing Competition 
Sunday, October 1, 2017, 12:30pm  1:30pm, Trinity College Chapel 
 
Trinity College Chapel Singers will be joined by the treble choristers from St. James’s and St. John’s Episcopal 
Churches in West Hartford to perform the world premiere of a new setting of Psalm 150 composed by Philip 
Stopford. The anthem was commissioned by ASOF Hartford in memory of David Spicer, former artistic director and 
founder. philipstopford.com 
 

For more information, go to www.asofhartford.org. 
 

https://www.asofhartford.org/2017-events/2017/9/29/festival-concert
https://www.asofhartford.org/2017-events/2017/9/29/festival-concert
https://www.asofhartford.org/2017-events/2017/9/30/performance-competition-young-professional-division
https://www.asofhartford.org/2017-events/2017/9/30/patrons-dinner
https://www.asofhartford.org/2017-events/2017/9/30/patrons-dinner
https://www.asofhartford.org/2017-events/2017/3/14/recital-by-2016-albert-schweitzer-organ-festival-competition-winners
https://www.asofhartford.org/2017-events/2017/10/1/hymn-playing-competition
https://www.asofhartford.org/2017-events/2017/10/1/hymn-playing-competition
http://philipstopford.com/
http://www.asofhartford.org
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Springfield Chapter AGO 2017-2018 Event Schedule: 

September 24, 2017 at 4 pm: Our opening event will take place at the home of Grant Moss and Larry Schipull, 101 Pearl Street in South 

Hadley.  The afternoon will include good food and drink, an installation of officers and a short concert of music for two and three pian-

os.  Yes, Grant and Larry’s living room is the home of three beautiful grand pianos and Larry Picard will join them in a program of Bach, 

Rheinbeger, Rossini, Handel and others. 

Saturday, October 28 at 4 pm: Come to South Congregational Church in Springfield for a Halloween Pipescreams, featuring organists 
from our chapter and singers of the South Church Chancel Choir. Chapter members are welcome to play creepy or funny music of any type, 
and two organs and a Steinway piano in the sanctuary will make for interesting combinations. Costumes will be the order of the day, the 
church will be decorated appropriately and, there will be refreshments after.  Contact Larry Picard if you think you would like to play 
something. 

Saturday, January 27, 2018 (snow date February 3), 11:00 am--1:30 pm: St Philip's Episcopal Church, 128 Main Street, Easthampton 

will host an “ORGANISTS' STORY SLAM:  THINGS THAT WENT WRONG.”  Start preparing your story now:  all those bad weddings, 

playing with injuries, console disasters... Also, bring your giveaway organ music, choral anthems, and CD's.  Afterwards, we'll enjoy a 

gourmet pizza lunch courtesy of our Chapter.  Don't miss this post-holiday event! 

Saturday, March 10 (morning start time TBA):  A handbell workshop will happen at Trinity Methodist Church, led by resident handbell 

virtuoso Becky Isaacson.  Ringing for beginner’s, special techniques, and a guest duo will play music for two ringers and three octaves of 

bells. If you’re looking for the confidence to lead or participate in a handbell choir this is the event for you.  

Late April, 2018 (date and time TBA): We had hoped to have a joint event with the Berkshire Chapter AGO, but circumstances prevented 

it for this year.  Instead, a concert will be presented at Covenant Church Indian Orchard where there is an 1860 William A. Johnson tracker 

organ which was recently refurbished by Bill Celusniak.  This instrument originally resided in Mr. Johnson’s home and it is a bit more in-

teresting than your average historic New England organ.  More details about this event to come. 

Saturday, June 2, 2018 at 5:30 pm:  Our year end banquet will happen, well, somewhere. Count on your board to find a place with great 
food and interesting entertainment. 

  
 

 

 

 

 

Church Musician Position Open 

Organist/Choir Director 

 

All Saints’ Episcopal Church, a vibrant, busy parish in South Hadley, seeks a part-time (8-12 

hours per week) musician to direct and develop choral and congregational singing and enhance 

worship. Familiarity with liturgical forms, flexibility, and availability for Sunday services and 

major holy days required.  

 

The successful candidate will demonstrate proficiency on organ and piano and in choral 

conducting and will understand this ministry as a way to glorify God and serve God’s people. 

Preference will be given to candidates who have experience with and passion for developing a 

children’s choir. 

 

In addition to a congregation that loves music, this musician will enjoy a building with great 

acoustics, a Steinway baby grand piano, and an Austin pipe organ, Opus 2769, 1997, 2 manuals, 

21 ranks, with a brand-new Nasard stop to the Great division. 

 

Salary will be based on experience. Position available beginning September, 2017.  

 

Please send résumé and letter of interest to:  

The Rev. Tanya R. Wallace, Rector 

allsaintschurchrector@gmail.com 
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The Organ Acade-
my 

  

One of the stated purposes of the American 
Guild of organists is " To improve the proficien-
cy of organists and choral conductors ."  With a 
desire to further that goal, the Springfield Chap-
ter of the American Guild of Organists has es-
tablished the Organ Academy.   Chapter mem-
bers are able to study with a local teacher, and 
have the cost of lessons subsidized by the 
chapter.   The current amount available per stu-
dent is $250 per year, payable in 10 installments 
directly to the teacher.   For further information 
and application materials, please contact 
"Education and Outreach"  
Martha Sienkwicz: martha@sienkiewicz.org 

mailto:martha@sienkiewicz.org
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Springfield, Massachusetts Chapter of the  
American Guild of Organists 

70th Anniversary 
Visit our website at www.springfieldago.org & “like” us on Facebook! 

 Dear Members: 
     If you have e-mail, please consider receiving the monthly Chiff Chat 
    at your e-mail address.  It is easy to access.  It never gets lost or mis-

placed and will put some of your yearly dues to another use.  We are 
very happy to mail a Chiff Chat to anyone who is not on the internet 
and needs a hard copy.  You can e-mail Lad Pfeifer or  

    Elizabeth Zellmer if you wish to change from snail mail to e-mail. 
 
     Thank you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Springfield Chapter American Guild of Organists 
Chiff Chat Monthly Newsletter 
Elizabeth Zellmer, Editor 
601 Northampton Street 
Holyoke, MA  01040 
 

 
 

 


